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(57) ABSTRACT

A control apparatus of an engine may include a variable
valve lift apparatus, an engine including a plurality of
cylinders generating power by combustion of fuel, at least
one intake valve and at least one exhaust valve for opening
and closing the cylinder, a variable valve lift apparatus
adjusting a valve lift of the intake valve and exhaust valve,
and a controller driving the intake valve in a low lift mode
by using the variable valve lift apparatus and closing the
exhaust valve when one of the cylinders among the plurality
of cylinders may be deactivated.

4 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
CONTROL APPARATUS OF ENGINE
HAVING VARIABLE VALVE LIFT
APPARATUS AND A METHOD THEREOF

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority to and the benefit
of Korean Patent Application No. 10-2013-0159333 filed on
Dec. 19, 2013, the entire contents of which is incorporated
herein for all purposes by this reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a control apparatus of an
engine having a variable valve lift apparatus and a method
thereof. More particularly, the present invention relates to a
control apparatus of an engine having a variable valve lift
apparatus and a method for constantly maintaining pressure
of a cylinder by driving an intake valve or an exhaust valve
in a low lift mode when a cylinder is in an idle state.

2. Description of Related Art

In general, an internal combustion engine generates
power by taking in fuel and air and burning it in a combus-
tion chamber. Intake valves are operated by a camshaft in
order to take in air, and air is drawn into the combustion
chamber while the intake valves are open. In addition,
exhaust valves are operated by the camshaft, and exhaust gas
is discharged from the combustion chamber while the
exhaust valves are open.

An optimal operation of the intake valves and the exhaust
valves depends on the rotation speed of the engine. That is,
an optimal lift or an optimal opening/closing timing of the
valves depends on the rotation speed of the engine. In order
to achieve such optimal valve operation depending on the
rotation speed of the engine, research has been undertaken
for a variable valve lift (VVL) apparatus that includes a
plurality of cams for driving the valves, or varies the lift of
the valves depending on the number of rotations per minute
of the engine.

In a similar concept to the VVL apparatus, there is a CDA
device. In general, cylinder deactivation (hereafter referred
to as CDA) is a technology of deactivating some cylinders
when braking or driving at a predetermined speed. During
the operation of the CDA device, fuel supply to the deacti-
vated cylinders is stopped and the operation of the intake/
exhaust valves is stopped.

When a cylinder is deactivated, the intake valve and the
exhaust valve are both closed, and an explosive gas or intake
air is trapped in the cylinder. When the explosive gas or
intake air is trapped in the cylinder, as shown in FIG. 1 (refer
to arrow), there is a problem that an impact or a vibration is
generated by a rapid increment of pressure in the cylinder at
an initial state of cylinder deactivation.

As time passes, the pressure leaks outside of the cylinder,
and thus negative pressure is formed in the cylinder. There-
fore, oil flows into the cylinder.

Further, since the pressure in the cylinder is recovered to
an original state when the cylinder is activated, there is a
problem that fuel consumption is deteriorated.

The information disclosed in this Background of the
Invention section is only for enhancement of understanding
of'the general background of the invention and should not be
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2

taken as an acknowledgement or any form of suggestion that
this information forms the related art already known to a
person skilled in the art.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Various aspects of the present invention are directed to
providing a control apparatus of an engine having a variable
valve lift apparatus such that an impact or vibration can be
prevented by maintaining pressure in a cylinder when the
cylinder is deactivated.

Further, present invention has been made in an effort to
provide a control apparatus of an engine having a variable
valve lift apparatus such that a negative pressure in a
cylinder is prevented and inflow of oil into the cylinder can
be prevented.

In an aspect of the present invention, a control apparatus
of an engine having a variable valve lift apparatus, may
include the engine including a plurality of cylinders gener-
ating power by combustion of fuel, at least one intake valve
and at least one exhaust valve for opening and closing a
cylinder, the variable valve lift apparatus adjusting a valve
lift of an intake valve and an exhaust valve, and a controller
driving the intake valve in a low lift mode by using the
variable valve lift apparatus and closing the exhaust valve
when one of the cylinders among the plurality of cylinders
is deactivated.

The controller controls opening timing of the intake valve
to be equivalent to top dead center or bottom dead center of
a piston reciprocating in the cylinder.

The intake valve is may included as a pair, and the
controller controls a first intake valve of the pair of intake
valves in the low lift mode and closes a second intake valve
of the pair of intake valves.

In another aspect of the present invention, a control
apparatus of an engine having a variable valve lift apparatus,
may include the engine including a plurality of cylinders
generating power by combustion of fuel, at least one intake
valve and at least one exhaust valve for opening and closing
the cylinders, the variable valve lift apparatus adjusting a
valve lift of an intake valve and an exhaust valve, and a
controller driving the exhaust valve in a low lift mode by
using the variable valve lift apparatus and closing the intake
valve when one of the cylinders among the plurality of
cylinders is deactivated.

The controller controls opening timing of the exhaust
valve to be equivalent to top dead center or bottom dead
center of a piston reciprocating in a cylinder.

The exhaust valve is may included as a pair, and the
controller controls a first exhaust valve of the pair of exhaust
valves in the low lift mode and closes a second exhaust valve
of the pair of exhaust valves.

In further another aspect of the present invention, in a
control method of an engine having a variable valve lift
apparatus including at least one intake valve and at least one
exhaust valve for opening and closing a cylinder provided in
an engine, the variable valve lift apparatus adjusting a valve
lift of an intake valve and an exhaust valve, and a controller
controlling a lift of the intake valve and the exhaust valve by
using the variable valve lift apparatus, the controller
executes a set of instructions for determining whether the
cylinder is deactivated from driving information of a
vehicle, and closing the exhaust valve and driving the intake
valve in a low lift mode when the cylinder is deactivated.

The controller controls opening timing of the intake valve
to be equivalent to top dead center or bottom dead center of
a piston reciprocating in the cylinder.
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The intake valve may included as a pair, and a first intake
valve of the pair of intake valves is driven in the low lift
mode and a second intake valve of the pair of intake valves
is closed when the cylinder is deactivated.

In another aspect of the present invention, in a control
method of an engine having a variable valve lift apparatus
including at least one intake valve and at least one exhaust
valve for opening and closing a cylinder provided in the
engine, the variable valve lift apparatus adjusting a valve lift
of an intake valve and an exhaust valve, and a controller
controlling a lift of the intake valve and the exhaust valve by
using the variable valve lift apparatus, the controller
executes a set of instructions for determining whether the
cylinder is deactivated from driving information of a
vehicle, and closing the intake valve and driving the exhaust
valve in a low lift mode when the cylinder is deactivated.

The controller controls opening timing of the exhaust
valve to be equivalent to top dead center or bottom dead
center of a piston reciprocating in the cylinder.

The exhaust valve is may included as a pair, and a first
exhaust valve of the pair of exhaust valves is driven in the
low lift mode and a second exhaust valve of the pair of
exhaust valves is closed when the cylinder is in an idle state.

The methods and apparatuses of the present invention
have other features and advantages which will be apparent
from or are set forth in more detail in the accompanying
drawings, which are incorporated herein, and the following
Detailed Description, which together serve to explain certain
principles of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a graph illustrating a cylinder internal pressure
while a cylinder is deactivated according to a related art.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view illustrating a control apparatus
of an engine having a variable valve lift apparatus according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating a valve phase of a variable
valve lift apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a control method of an
engine having a variable valve lift apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

It should be understood that the appended drawings are
not necessarily to scale, presenting a somewhat simplified
representation of various features illustrative of the basic
principles of the invention. The specific design features of
the present invention as disclosed herein, including, for
example, specific dimensions, orientations, locations, and
shapes will be determined in part by the particular intended
application and use environment.

In the figures, reference numbers refer to the same or
equivalent parts of the present invention throughout the
several figures of the drawing.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to various embodi-
ments of the present invention(s), examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings and described
below. While the invention(s) will be described in conjunc-
tion with exemplary embodiments, it will be understood that
the present description is not intended to limit the invention
(s) to those exemplary embodiments. On the contrary, the
invention(s) is/are intended to cover not only the exemplary
embodiments, but also various alternatives, modifications,
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equivalents and other embodiments, which may be included
within the spirit and scope of the invention as defined by the
appended claims.

In describing the present invention, parts that are not
related to the description will be omitted. Like reference
numerals generally designate like elements throughout the
specification.

In addition, the size and thickness of each configuration
shown in the drawings are arbitrarily shown for better
understanding and ease of description, but the present inven-
tion is not limited thereto. In the drawings, the thickness of
layers, films, panels, regions, etc., are exaggerated for clar-
ity.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view illustrating a control apparatus
of an engine having a variable valve lift apparatus according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 2, a control apparatus of an engine
having a variable valve lift apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention includes an
engine 10, an intake valve 16, an exhaust valve 18, a variable
valve lift apparatus (VVL) 20, and a controller 30.

The engine 10 generates power by combustion of fuel.
That is, the engine 10 is provided with the intake valve 16
for supplying an air/fuel mixture and the exhaust valve 18
for discharging burned gas.

The intake valve 16 and the exhaust valve 18 are opened
and closed by a valve lift apparatus connected to a crank-
shaft.

Two intake valves 16 and two exhaust valves 18 are
provided in the cylinder, such that an air/fuel amount flow-
ing into the cylinder 12 of the engine 10 is maximized and
output of the engine 10 is improved.

The variable valve lift apparatus 20 adjusts a valve lift of
the intake valve 16 when the intake valve 16 is opened and
closed. That is, the controller 30 adjusts the lift of the intake
valve 16 by controlling the variable valve lift apparatus 20
according to a load region of the engine 10. Generally, the
variable valve lift apparatus 20 adjusts the valve lift of the
intake valve 16 in a low lift mode or a high lift mode by
using hydraulic pressure according to a load region of the
engine 10.

However, the present invention is not necessarily limited
thereto, and a multi-mode or continuously variable valve lift
apparatus 20 can be used as necessary. The configuration
and operation of the variable valve lift apparatus 20 have
been disclosed, and thus repeated descriptions thereof will
be omitted.

The controller 30 controls the lift of the intake valve 16
and exhaust valve 18 by using the variable valve lift appa-
ratus 20 according to the load region of the engine 10. The
controller 30 may be implemented with one or more micro-
processors operated by a predetermined program or hard-
ware including the microprocessor, and the predetermined
program includes a series of commands for performing a
control method of an engine having a variable valve lift
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention to be described below.

Since the engine has a plurality of cylinders 12, some of
the cylinders 12 are deactivated according to the load
condition of the engine such that fuel consumption can be
reduced. Cylinder deactivation is performed by closing the
intake valve 16 and the exhaust valve 18.

The controller drives the intake valve 16 or the exhaust
valve 18 in a low lift mode by using the variable valve lift
apparatus 20 when the cylinder 12 is deactivated.

As such, when the intake valve 16 or the exhaust valve 18
is driven in the low lift mode while the cylinder 12 is
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deactivated, an explosive gas or intake air trapped in the
cylinder can be exhausted to the outside. Therefore, pressure
in the cylinder 12 can be constantly maintained. Further,
negative pressure in the cylinder 12 can be prevented from
forming after a predetermined time passes from when the
cylinder is deactivated.

Alternatively, the controller 30 may drive one of the
valves 16 and 18 in the low lift mode and close the other
valves 16 and 18 while the cylinder 12 is deactivated. That
is, the controller 30 drives one of the four valves 16 and 18
in the low lift mode and closes the other valves.

As such, when one intake valve 16 or one exhaust valve
18 is driven in the low lift mode, friction of the other valves
can be minimized.

FIG. 3 is a graph illustrating a valve phase of a variable
valve lift apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 3, it is preferable that the controller 30
controls opening timing of the intake valve 16 or the exhaust
valve 18 to be equivalent to top dead center or bottom dead
center of a piston 14 when the intake valve 16 or the exhaust
valve 18 is driven in the low lift mode.

When the opening timing of the intake valve 16 or the
exhaust valve 18 is equivalent to top dead center or bottom
dead center of the piston 14, a compression load and an
expansion load of the intake valve 16 or exhaust valve 18
driven in the low lift mode become equivalent. Therefore,
resistance applied to the piston 14 can be minimized.

Hereinafter, a control method of an engine having a
variable valve lift apparatus according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention will be described in
detail.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a control method of an
engine having a variable valve lift apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 4, the controller 30 determines whether
the cylinder is deactivated from driving information of the
vehicle at step S10.

When the controller 30 determines that the cylinder is
deactivated, the controller 30 does not inject fuel to the
deactivated cylinder and does not ignite fuel in the deacti-
vated cylinder at step S20. The controller 30 closes the
intake valve 16 or the exhaust valve 18 corresponding to the
deactivated cylinder 12 at step S22.

The controller 30 drives the exhaust valve 18 or the intake
valve 16 that is not closed in the low lift mode by using the
variable valve lift apparatus 20.

In the step S10, when the cylinder 12 is activated, the
controller 30 controls to inject fuel to each cylinder 12 and
ignite fuel in the cylinder 12 at step S30. The controller 30
opens the closed intake valve 16 or exhaust valve 18 at step
S32, and controls the intake valve 16 or exhaust valve 18 in
the high lift mode at step S34.

As described above, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention, pressure in the cylinder is
constantly maintained by driving the intake valve or the
exhaust valve in the low lift mode while the cylinder is
deactivated. Therefore, impact or vibration generated by
pressure of the explosive gas or intake gas trapped in the
cylinder can be minimized, and a time for activation of the
cylinder can be reduced.

According to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, pressure of a cylinder can be constantly main-
tained by driving an intake valve or an exhaust valve in a low
lift mode while the cylinder is deactivated.
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Further, an impact or a vibration generated in an engine
can be suppressed by constantly maintaining pressure of a
cylinder while the cylinder is deactivated.

For convenience in explanation and accurate definition in
the appended claims, the terms “upper”, “lower”, “inner”
and “outer” are used to describe features of the exemplary
embodiments with reference to the positions of such features
as displayed in the figures.

The foregoing descriptions of specific exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention have been presented for
purposes of illustration and description. They are not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the
precise forms disclosed, and obviously many modifications
and variations are possible in light of the above teachings.
They are not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
invention to the precise forms disclosed, and obviously
many modifications and variations are possible in light of
the above teachings as well as various alternatives and
modifications thereof. It is intended that the scope of the
invention be defined by the Claims appended hereto and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A control method of an engine having a variable valve
lift apparatus comprising at least one intake valve and at
least one exhaust valve for opening and closing a cylinder
provided in an engine, the variable valve lift apparatus
adjusting a valve lift of an intake valve and an exhaust valve,
and a controller controlling a lift of the intake valve and the
exhaust valve by using the variable valve lift apparatus,

wherein the controller is configured to execute:

determining whether the cylinder is deactivated; and
closing the exhaust valve and driving the intake valve
in a low lift mode when the cylinder is deactivated,
wherein the controller is configured to control opening
timing of the intake valve to be equivalent to a time that
a piston reaches to top dead center or bottom dead
center of the piston reciprocating in the cylinder.

2. The control method of the engine having the variable
valve lift apparatus of claim 1,

wherein the intake valve included as a pair, and

wherein a first intake valve of the pair of intake valves is

driven in the low lift mode and a second intake valve
of the pair of intake valves is closed when the cylinder
is deactivated.

3. A control method of an engine having a variable valve
lift apparatus comprising at least one intake valve and at
least one exhaust valve for opening and closing a cylinder
provided in the engine, the variable valve lift apparatus
adjusting a valve lift of an intake valve and an exhaust valve,
and a controller controlling a lift of the intake valve and the
exhaust valve by using the variable valve lift apparatus,

wherein the controller is configured to execute:

determining whether the cylinder is deactivated from
driving information of a vehicle; and

closing the intake valve and driving the exhaust valve in

a low lift mode when the cylinder is deactivated,
wherein the controller is configured to control opening
timing of the intake valve to be equivalent to a time that
a piston reaches to top dead center or bottom dead
center of the piston reciprocating in the cylinder.

4. The control method of the engine having the variable
valve lift apparatus of claim 3,

wherein the exhaust valve is included as a pair, and
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wherein a first exhaust valve of the pair of exhaust valves
is driven in the low lift mode and a second exhaust
valve of the pair of exhaust valves is closed when the
cylinder is in an idle state.
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